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o ROOMS

When rock
legend Billy Joel
and his wife
Katie Lee fell for
this La Gorce
island manse,
they made it
their mission to
own it And now
they do.
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Text by Allison Edwards Pt:{otcgraphs by Mark Surlaff




4 Anelegant driveway of gold travertine pavers leads to the home's entrance.
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A view of the pool and spa in the back of the house, which is situated on Biscayne Bay.

hen the man known around
the world as the Piano Man
further

— "o clarification

Nec

ssary — decides he

wants to huy a house, he

does it, Sewhen Bllly J

and
his new wife, Katie Lee (of the
Bravo televisian show Top Chef ), set their si onthis

stane mansion on La Goree Island in Miami Beach this
past April, they were determined to gat L Nevermind
that the man who had built it oriainally asa spec house,

the founder of Miami-based Insignia Construction and
Development, w

already enscanced [nside
wanted it, so when he set his askint

They
7 price at $513.5 mil-
lion, they paid it That was in April 2006

62 ROOMS

A1, twiosstory residence contalns

seven bedrooms, e

i bathrooms, and 150 feet of front

on Biscayne situated on a 30,3310-square-foct

lat, it's an oustanding structure, in no small parl b
cause it s made largely of stope. The palm-lined drive-

way is paved with gold travertine, and even the

colurmns, which are traditianally made of cast

are composed of marble. All of the stope i
came from Opustone. re
I Opustone vige
Eric Schiegel."One bathroom is outht

is @ varety of stor

throughout t

» house,

-l inonyx; another
has European limestone througheut; and the window
sills and moldings are all impored

semiprecious stones in other spots! In the living reom,

there's a hand-carved stone fireplace and mantel




RIGHT: All the kitchen
cabinets are mahagany
with oil-rubbed bronze
hardware and were
gustom designed and
fabricated by Insignia
Development Group.
Aniron chandelier
hangs above an over-
sizedisland. BELOW:

A view of the formal
living room revealsa
traditional decorand
Mediterranean-style
arched windows and

doorways.




The master baths

are outfitted with
Bottocino and Keala
natural stene flooring,
along with Bottocino
shower and bath
surround and vanity

countertops,

Schisgel, whose campany has showrapms in

Doraland Jacksonville, started the company just dfter

jracuating from Flarida Imternational Lniversity five

rs age. After double-majori

1 ri finance and In-

ternational bus

s, T stal

=] up Opustone; w

rves both cemmercial and residential clie

5, and

aan taveling around the warld ta see what vari-

eties of stone were out there, After six months, the

company biad 15 containers of stock on hand; today

there are

) canlainers

markle, granite, sla

ous for the bait-and-switch thing,” he explains. "With

us you can pick out the stone we have toeday at the

fid HOUNS

showraom and gel it delivered tomorrow, and you
know it's what

NGO @
he Juxtapo

als. The Interiors w

MU wanted,

Wbt a large part of thethemes 3| for Joel

W ural rats

al by thesdn-hou
i}

s nleri

or designer gt Insignia, whichi

Optisto

[rany. of

ch

el already own: Animein Miam

albeit a smaller one 2015 square feet, 1o be exacl

rthat ha

is now on the marker. No doubt he

and Katie will spend moere time rmaking beautiful mu-

sic together ven just kicking baek and listening

stané palace on La Goree |sland.se
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